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The Hasselblad 500 Classic

The Hasselblad 500 Classic is a living
legend that has widened the world's
horizens. It's the cornerstone of what has
become the most comprehensive medium
format camera system available today.
And it has been a starting point for many
of the world's greatest photographers.

The Hasselblad 500 Classic is delivered in
the well-established basic configuration:
SOOCIM camera body, 80 mm Zeiss

Planar f 2.8 lens and the AI2 magazine.
Assembled, these components make up the
camera that is your entré to the Hasselblad
system, with its practically unlimited
photographic possibilities. It is a workhorse
of a camera, renowned as much for its
rugged reliability under all conditions as
for the fine precision of its constituent
paris. Used and cared for correctly,
with the application of your skill and
photographic expertise, it will serve you
faithfully for many years and provide you
with consistently superb images.

This manual contains a detailed description
of the camera and how it works. Read it
carefully and you will find it an instructive
aid rthat will teach you all you need to know
about your Hasselblad 500 Classic, to
ensure that you are prepared to meet any
photographic challenge with confidence.
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Focusing hood

Focusing scraen

Screen retaining clip

Lens focusing ring with
distance scale

Button for cross-coupling of

shutter spead and aparure
rings

Central index
Depth-of-field scale

Apenrtura ring with aperture
scale

Shutter speed selector ring
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15.
16.
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18.
19.

PC flash terminal
External and internal lens
accessory mounts
Exposure value scale
Exposure value index
Lans lock release button
Main drive axle

Threaded cable release
socket

Main camera release but-
ton

Time exposure catch
Winding crank bayonet

Fre-release button

. Shutter status indicator

Strap lug
Winding crank

. Winding crank index

Frame counter

. Magazine status indicator
. Film plane indicator

Film winding crank

. Magazine designation
. Magazine catch
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. Focusing hood magnifier
. Magazine slide

Roll holder key

. Film consumption indicator
35.

Film speed and type indi-
caftor

36,
a7.

40.

Magazine support hooks 41. Lens locating index
3/8" tripod socket 42. Accessory rail

. Quick coupling plate 43, Strap lug
Lens drive axle

Depth-of-field preview bul-
ton




Front protective cover
Turn the cover (bayonet fitting) in the direction of
the arrow and remove.

NOTE: The fromt protective cover may only be remaovied
when tha camera is cocked (fully wound).

Rear protective cover
Depress the catch and swing back the cover. Lift
the cover off the magazine support hooks.

Opening the focusing hood
Lift the lid firmly at the rear edge, and swing it up
to the verical position.

The built-in magnifier

The magnifier flips up into the viewing position
whean the oval button is moved in the direction of
the arrow.

To re-fold the magnifier simply press it down
with a fingertip until it locks back into the lid.

The magnifier may be changed for a correction
lens. See page 13,

Closing the focusing hood
"Pinch” in the side plates at the hinge points,
and fold down the lid.



Lenses

Since the early 1950's Hasselblad lensaes have
been manufacturad by Carl Zeiss in West Ger-
many. The Hasselblad 500C/M uses CF and C
lenses made by Carl Zeiss.

With the exception of "F" type lenses all Hassel-
blad lenses manufactured since 1957 can be
used with the 500C/M. F-lenses can only be
used with the Hasselblad 2000 serles came-
ras.

Attaching a Hasselblad lens

Make sure the camera is fully cocked. The pictu-
re shows the correct relation between the came-
ra’s drive axla and the red index.

Ensure that the lens is cocked. The slot on the
drive axle must be aligned with the adjacent red
dot, as shown in the picture, If this is not the
case, insert a coin in the drive axle slot and tumn
it in the direction of the arrow until it locks.

Align the red index on the lens bayonet with the
corresponding index on the body bayonet.

Insert the lens and rotate it clockwise. A faint
click can be heard as the lens lock drops into
place. The lens will now tum no further and is
fully locked on.
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Diaphragm

CF lenses have an automatic diaphragm that
stops down to the working aperiure immediately
prior to exposure.

Shutter speeds

The shutter speed selector ring is the ring locat-
ed closest to the front of the lens. The desired
shutter speed is set against the main lens index.

The white scale shows the shutter speeds, and
the crange scale the exposure values.

The green F setting is only used when the lens is
attached to a Hasselblad camera in the 2000
series. The F setting disconnects the leaf shutter
in the lens which then allows a 2000 series
camera to function in the focal plane shutter (F)
mode. Diaphragm operation is not effected. The
F setting can only be made after depressing the
graen detent button.

Exposure values

The aperture and shutter speed combination sat
opposite the central lens index determines expo-
sure. Every combination of shutter speed/apear-
ture has an equivalent exposure valua (EV).

Cross-coupled shutter speed/aperture
When the cross-coupling button is depressed,
the lens aperture ring and shutter speed ring are
locked together and rotate simultaneously. In this
manner, spead/aperiure combinations may be
altered without changing the exposure value (EV).

Should you for example wish to change from {/8
fo 1/ 11, the shutter speed ring will automatically
be moved to a correspondingly slower shutter
speed. The reverse is also true. A change in
shutter speed will bring aboul a corresponding
compensation of the aperture setting.



Focusing and depth of field

The lens is focused with the focusing ring (the
rubkarized ring closest to the camera body).
Rotate the ring until the viewfinder image is
sharp.

The distance between the subject and the film
plane is read off the focusing ring's distance
scale opposite the central index. The distance in
meters is shown in white numerals, and the dis-
tance in feet is in orange numerals.

Objects closer or further away than the selacted
distance can be sharp, within certain limits. The
borders for this field of sharp focus, i.e. depth of
field, vary with the f/ stop.

A small f/ stop yields wide depth of fisld.
A large f/ stop yields narrow depth of field.

The depth of field available at any given f/stop
can be read off the depth-of-field scale located
on both sides of the central index.

Viewing depth of field

Depth of field may be viewed by stopping down
the diaphragm to the required aperture, and
viewing the resulting image on the ground glass.

To stop down the diaphragm, simply slide the
manual preview button downwards until it locks
into the praview position.

To release the button, and reopen the dia-
phragm, press in the lower section of the button.

Infrared photography

Infrared (IR) rays (wavelengths longer than 800
nanometers) are refracted to a focal plane some-
what behind the focal plane of the visible light
images formed on the focusing screen. To com-
pensate for this discrepancy, proceed as follows:

Focus as usual on the focusing screen. Then
rotate the focusing ring until the distance set is
opposite the red IR indax.

Lens removal

Depress the lens release button and rotate the
lens counter-clockwise about one fifth of a turn
to remove it

Note. Lens removal is only possible if the came-
ra is cocked (fully wound), and not in the pre-re-
leased mode.
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Film magazines

Attaching the magazine

Ensure that the magazine slide is fully inserted,
and that the indicator is white. If the status indi-
cator does not show a white signal then refer to
the instruction on page 9.

Locate the magazine on the lower support hooks
- see that it is fully seated on the suppors.

Slide the magazine catch to the right and hold it
there whilst swinging the magazine forward into
contact with the camera’s rear plate. Release the
magazine catch, ensuring that it retums to the
locked position on the left side.

Remove the magazine slide and the camera is
ready to shoot.

Removing the magazine
Ensure that the camera is cocked (fully wound
onj.

The magazine and camera indicator windows
should both display white. (If the magazine indi-
cator window shows a red signal then follow the
instructions on the next page.)

Insert the magazine slide into the magazine.
Slide the magazine catch to tha right.

Swing back the magazine, and lift it off the lower
supponrs.

The magazine cannct be removed without
insarting the magazine slide. The slide protects
the film from fogging. Note also that the camera
cannot be fired when a magazine, with slide
inserted, is attached to the camera.




The magazine and camera indicator
windows

The indicator signals on the right side of the
camera and magazine show if the particular unit
is ready to fire (white) or if it has been fired (red).
The golden rule is, that when attaching a maga-
zine to a camera, the signal colours should
match — white to white, or red to red. There are
only two incorrect combinations. This is how to
rematch the signals.

Red magazine - white camera
Remove the magazine from the camera.

Firethe camera— its signal will change to red.
Attach the magazine.

Rewind the camera with one full tum of the wind-
ing crank.

Both signals will now display white.

White magazine - Red camera

Removethe magazine from the cameara.

Wind on the camera with one full turn of the
winding crank. The camera status signal will
change to white.

Replace the magazine. Both signals will now
display white.
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Load status and film typeindicators

In the center of the roll holder key is a crescent
shaped indicator that displays white when the
film is loaded into the magazine, and prograssi-
valy changes to red as the film is wound on. A
completely red signal indicates that either the
final frame is exposed, or that the magazine is
ampty.

The film indicator at the rear of the magazine can
be Sm ta the sensitivity of the film in use — in ASA
orDIN.

The indicator hinges out to accept the lid of a film
carton informing the user of film type, as well as
sensitivity.
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Loading the magazine

The magazine may be loaded on, or off the ca-
mera. If the magazine is to be loaded off the
camera than the magazine slide must be insert-
ad, and have its flat side towards the rear of the
magazine. This facilitates removal of the roll
holder for loading.

1) Fold out the roll holder key.

2) Tum the key counter-clockwise and with-
draw tha roll holder.

3) Place an empty spool under the spool clamp
bar — closast to the splined knob. Insart a roll
of film under the other end of the bar, ensuring
that it is tumed the same way as in the pictura.
Be careful to remove all the paper tape that
surrounds a new roll of film.

4) Turn the roll holder key clockwise so that the
film clamp opens. Pull 3 to 4 in. of paper
backing off the film roll and slide the edge
under the clamp.

5) Insert the tongue of the backing paper into the
slol in the take-up spool.

6) Tum the splined knob clockwise until the ar-
row on the paper backing is opposite the tri-
angular index on the spoal clamp bar.

7) Tum the roll holder key counter-clockwise
and insert the roll holder into the magazina —
jiggling it a little if it does not click into place.
Lock the roll holder into the magazine by tur-
ning the key clockwisa.

8) Fold out the film crank and rotate it clockwise
about ten tums until it stops. Refold the crank.

Mumber 1 will now be displayed in the frame
counter window and the magazine is loaded —
ready for use.
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Removing film from the magazine

When the last frame has been exposed, and
wound on, the magazine is blocked for further
releasa.

Wind off the film by folding out the film winding
crank, and rotating it clockwise until the film is
felt to clear the spool.

The roll holder may now be withdrawn from the
magazine and the exposed film removed.

General

The magazine's film winder crank is only
blocked at frame 1. A partially exposed film
may be wound off at any frame thereafter.
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Left hand grip

The accompanying picture shows the best way
to hold the camera whilst shooting.

The camera is cradled in the left hand with the
left index finger on the releasa button.

This leaves the right hand free for rewinding,
focusing, exposure settings and change of lens
or magazine,

Make a habit of the left hand grip!

Focus and shoot

Remove the magazine slide from the magazine.
A safety interlock now prevents magazine re-
moval. The release button (previously blocked)
is freed ready for exposura.

Rotate the focusing ring on the lens until the
subject is sharp in the viewfinder.

Dapress the shutter release button to fire the
camera.,



Exposure

As a general rule for all exposure with the time
exposure lock at the O setting, the shutter re-
lease must be kept depressed until the built-in
leaf shutter has opened and closed fully. This is
a?pacially important at shutter speeds from 1 s to
1/15 5.

If pressure on the release is relaxed too soon, the
auxiliary shutter will terminate the exposure pre-
maturely.

The auxiliary shutter, which consists of two
blinds, can be seen through the rear opening of
the camera body.

Warning signal

There is a red marking on the shutter speed scale
opposite the 1, 1/2, and 1/4 s. This is to wam
against possible exposure errors. The auxiliary
shutter remains open as long as prassure is
maintained on the shutter release.

Double exposure
Proceed as follows when multiple axposures are
desired on the same frame:

Depress tha main release button and make the
initial exposura.

Insert the magazine slide and remove the maga-
zine.

Rewind the camera with one full revolution of the
winding crank.

Replace the magazine and remove the slide.

The unit is now ready to make a second exposu-
re on the same frame.

Additional exposures may be made in the same
Manmear.
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Time axposure lock

The time exposure lock has two setlings: O (=
disengaged) and T (= depressed shutter release
locks in the depressed position until the lock is
returned to the O setting).

The T setting can thus be used for lime exposure
when the shutter is set at B.

Film cannot be advanced until the lock is reset 1o
0.

The setting cannot be used in operation with a
cable release.

Pre-release

To reduce the low level of camera-induced shake
to a minimum, the camera can be pre-released
by pressing the pre-release button. This is what
happens when the pre-release button is pressed:
the mirror flops up, then lens stops down to the
preset working aperture, the auxiliary shutter
opens, and the shutter closes (but remains cock-
ed).

Whean the shutter releasa is pressed, only the
operation of the shutter remains. Since the image
on the focusing screen disappears in a pre-
released camera, a sports viewfinder is a good
way to keep track of moving subjects.
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Change of focusing hood or viewfinder

The film magazine must be detached befora the
focusing hood or other viewfinder can be remov-

Remove the hood by sliding it to the rear in its
guide slots.

Slide the replacemeant finder into the slots and
push it forward.

Attach a magazine to the camera.

Changing the magnifier

The focusing hood has an easily interchangable
magnifier, if you should need to compensate for
ayasight variations.

Magnifiers with correction factors from +3 to -4
are available, and are easily interchanged by
following these instructions:

Remove the focusing hood from the camera and
open it by lifting the lid firmly at the rear adge.

Bring the magnifier to the viewing position by
moving the oval button in the direction of the
arrow.

Push thea magnifier half way back down to its
lolded position.

Grip the lower edge of the magnifier between
thumb and forafinger ({through the underside of
the hood), and pull firmly.

Insertion of the replacement magnifier is the re-
varsa of the above procedure.
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Changing the focusing screen Cup your hand over the screen, and invert the
The screen is quickly interchangeable without camera.

the requirement ullsp&mal t?nls: The screen will now drop into your hand.
Datach the magazine and viewfinder. Insert the replacement screen, ensuring that the
Slide the screen latches to the side, smoaoth flat side of the frame is uppermost, and

that all four cormers are seated on the support
pins.

It is nol necessary to return the screen latches.
This is done automatically when the viewfinder

is replaced.
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The winding crank
One complete revolution of the winding crank

re-cocks the camera and lens, it also transports
the film one frame.

Removing the winding crank

It is preferable that the camera be fully wound-
on during removal, and especially during repla-
cement of the crank.

Depraess the latch button in the center of the
winding crank and tum off the crank — counter
clockwise,

Attaching the winding crank

Locate the winding crank against the camera's
winding crank bayonet with the crank index
opposite the camera index. Push in the crank
lightty and tum it in a clockwise direction until it
locks on.

Flash synchronization

The Hasselblad 500C/M uses lensaes from the
Hasselblad CF series. These lenses have built-
in leaf shutters with speeds from 1 to 1/500s.
Flash synchronization occurs at full shutter
opening via the PC flash terminal.

Electronic flash units can be used at all shuttar
speads, 1=1/500.
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Accessory mounts
On the underside of the camera is a 3/8" fripod
socket. The socket Is located in the center of a
quick coupling plate that accepts pistol grips,
and flash gun brackets. A special attachmant is
available for tripods that will receive, and lock on
to, the camera's quick coupling plate.

In front of tha strap lug on the lelt side of the
camera is an accessory rail for the Hasselblad
sports finder, spirit level, and adjustable flash
shoe.

The lenses accept filters and lens shades via
internal and extemnal bayonat mounts.
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Strap lugs

Strap attachment

Place the main body of the strap clip over one of
the camera’s strap lugs. Press down on the tip of
the clip and pull back so that the strap lug slips
into the opening at the tip of the clip.

Strap removal
Lift the clip locking plate and slide the clip for-
ward. The clip will then slide off the strap lug,

Accessories
A wide range of accessories is available for al-
most avery photographic purpose.

Please see the Hasselblad Product Catalog for
further information.




Camera Care, Service and Guarantee

Camera Care

Your Hasselblad camera is designed to with-
stand the rigours of professional use in most
environments. In order to avoid the possibility of
damage however, the camera should be pro-
tected from the following.

Extremes of temperature. High temperatures
can have an adverse effect on both the film and
the camera. For this reason you should not keep
your camera in places where it will get hot, such
as indirect sunlight or on a shelf above a radiator.
Frequent rapid and severe temperature changes
can cause problems such as the corrosion of
electrical contacts, and should therefore be
avoided.

Dust and grit. You should take care to prevent
dirt of any kind from getting into your camera.
When taking photographs in coastal areas for
example, the camera should be protected from
sand and salt water spray.

You can blow away any dust on the lens glass,
magnifier or focusing screen, or wipe it off gently
with a soft cloth if necessary. Smears on the lens
glass should be removed with a high quality lens
cleaning solution on a tissue. Be careful not 1o
scratch the lens or touch any of the glass sur-
faces with your fingers. The surface of the mirror
is coated and can be blown clean but should not
be wiped.

Impact. Your camera can be damaged by se-
vere physical shocks. While you will obviously try
not to drop it, you should also take care not to
leave it where it can fall or be knocked to the
ground, or roll about, as on the back seat of a car
for example.

Service

Faultless camera performance is essential to the
professional photographer. It is therefore advis-
able to check thal your camera is functicning
correctly before an important assignment. You
should also return your camera to a Hasselblad
service centre for occasional checking and pre-
ventive maintenance. If your camera is used
constantly and intensively, exposing for example
hundreds of rolls of film per week, check-ups
every six months are recommended. Hasselblad
saervice centres have the expert staff and special-
ized equipment necessary to ensure that your
camera remains in perfect working order.

Guarantee

Provided that you bought your camera from an
authorised Hasselblad outlet, it is covered by an
international guarantee for one year. The guar-
antee document and a registration card are
supplied with the camera. Keep the guarantes
document carefully, but fill in the registration card
and return it to your Hasselblad distributor.
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